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Twenty-seven years ago, I came to the United States as an exchange student

from Iran with an intense passion to learn and a deep desire to live in a

democracy I had always idealized in my life. This country gave me all I had

wanted. It offered me an education free from fear and free from the

political repression I had known in my own country. It offered me an

opportunity to learn, to explore and discover beyond the limits set for me.

I am who and what I am because this country gave me its all. For that, I

have always been and will always be deeply grateful. This country taught me

the meaning of democracy. It taught me my responsibilities as a citizen of

this nation. It taught me to take part in a democracy in order to make it

meaningful. It taught me to exercise my hard earned cherished right to

speak up and not allow my rights to be whisked away in the dead of the

night.

Today, I speak as a proud American citizen with the love of this country in

my heart on what I deeply believe to be an unnecessary, unprovoked war.

Today, I come with questions, the answers to which only convince me that

there must be alternative solutions to war. I ask, "Does this war end

terrorism and the ugliness of hatred and violence?" I ask, "Does this war

help stabilize this troubled region in the Middle East? Does this war end

the existence of al-Qaida as a violent organization? Does this war end

anti-Americanism and repression in Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and Egypt? Does

this war help resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict?

No one disputes the evil of Saddam Hussein. But this war will destabilize

an already fragile region. This war will only make Palestinians strap on

bigger bombs and blow up more Israelis. It will make Israelis point bigger

guns at Palestinians and shoot bigger bullets. This war will only provoke

more terrorist actions here and abroad; al-Qaida is already showing more

not less resiliency. This war will make the internal conflicts of some

nations in the region more intense and pronounced. It will stop the

possibility of any healthy dialogue for democratic movements, pushing the

opposition underground and giving rise to the worst forms of anti-American

radicalism in those nations.

I ask, "Does this war help bring democracy to Iraq?" Does a regime change

mean a democratic form of government in Iraq? We seem to believe in this

contradictory notion that we can bomb a country and then build a democracy.

A democracy by definition is the government of the people, by the people,

for the people. Democracy at gunpoint is not a democracy.

The sad truth is that we abandoned the Iraqi people a long time ago. We

punished them for living in a country whose leader we despise and they

despise but have nothing to do with his hold on power. The truth is that

Saddam Hussein's power is due more to our past support of him. Had we not

given our full military support to him for a decade, he would not have had

access to the technology to build nuclear, chemical and biological weapons

we now have to disarm.

We have a strange history in Iraq. And now, President Bush's

simplification of complex societies into good and evil presents an even

bigger moral question as we examine our history in Iraq. Saddam was our

friend in the 60s and then our enemy in the 70s. He became a friend in the

80s and then an enemy again in the 90s. The lines between good and evil

become marred when evil can so easily become good and then evil again. When

Saddam Hussein invaded Iran we gave him a green light and supported him by

sending Mr. Rumsfeld with the full knowledge that Saddam had used chemical

weapons -- had gassed the Iranian troops on daily basis, as reported by

Washington Post -- we sent Mr. Rumsfeld as the special envoy to President

Reagan to Baghdad to convey our support but when Saddam invaded Kuwait, we

bombed him.

We abandoned the Iraqi people. They have no reason to trust us. We promised

them democracy a decade ago but when they rose up against Saddam Hussein,

we abandoned them because we did not like the direction they were going. We

bombed their water purification system; we bombed their roads and

infrastructure. Then for more than a decade we imposed sanctions inflicting

more pain, death and misery on the Iraqi people. And now, we plan to bomb

them again and we expect the Iraqi people to greet us as liberators and

trust us with a government we will choose to put in power?

The Iraqi people are absent from the United States plans. The United

Nations estimates there will be one million refugees, many dead and injured

and the infrastructure damaged. Gandhi said," What difference does it make

to the dead, the orphaned and the homeless, whether the mad destruction is

wrought under the name of totalitarianism or in the holy name of liberty

and democracy?"

President Bush's language of war is dividing our world. His rhetoric of us

against them makes this division even deeper. It leads the world to more

hatred and perpetuates the cycle of hatred and violence. It leads to more

rage and anger ending in irrational and inhumane behavior. It leads the

world to more antagonism and anti-Americanism, not only in the Middle East

but also in other parts of the world, in Indonesia, in Philippines, in

South Korea and even in Europe. There are already nations who are afraid of

the United States, who perceive America to be a bigger threat to the world.

This saddens me so deeply because this is not the America I know. The

America I know is kind, the America I know is generous, the America I know

cares, the America I know is compassionate, the America I know is willing

to sacrifice for a better world. It is willing to do its part for what is

right. This is the America the world must see, not the America at the

barrel of our guns.

We have a long history of using diplomacy successfully with many

governments we consider evil. There are many nations who possess nuclear

weapons, chemical and biological weapons. There are many nations who have

threatened to use those weapons against their neighbors. There are many

nations who talk of pre-emptive strikes, yet we find diplomatic mean to

peacefully negotiate with them. It is not that difficult to imagine

peaceful solutions to the Iraqi problem.

We can best help the people of Iraq by letting the inspections work, by

ending the sanctions, ending the suffering of human beings and supporting

the people, patiently, in a change of government that would reflect their

choice not our immediate economic and political goals. This, in the long

run, will create friendship and trust.

I am indebted to this nation for what it has given me. I owe it to the

children of this country to leave this world a better place. It is with

this gratitude in my heart that I seek peaceful solutions. Peace does not

begin with war. Let us introduce the language of peace. Let us use the

language of peace -- to recognize the brotherhood and sisterhood of men and

women of the world. Let us try to understand our enemy if we are to address

hatred at its roots. Let us work for a long-term goal of global democracy

and global justice rather than short-term political and economic gains.

Let us celebrate the ideals of this democracy by becoming involved. It has

been said that, "the greatest threat to democracy is the notion that it has

already been achieved." Democracy is a work in progress. Let us work to

maintain this great democracy. I plead with Senator Craig to closely

examine the draft of Patriot Act II, as it is an even deeper attack on the

civil liberties of ordinary Americans. I ran away twenty-seven years ago

from a suffocating police state. I fear the escalating restrictions being

imposed on our liberties in the name of war on terrorism.

Let us urge our leaders to begin the process of peace -- to begin work on a

transition from an economy based on war to an economy based on peace.

President Eisenhower said, "Every gun that is made, every warship launched,

every rocket fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who

hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed. This world

in arms is not spending money alone. It is spending the sweat of its

laborers, the genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children . . .

Under the cloud of threatening war, it is humanity hanging from a cross of

iron."

Peace takes patience, peace takes optimism, peace takes courage, peace

takes hard work, peace takes hope and peace brings security, peace brings

comfort, peace brings prosperity, peace brings friends not enemies, and

peace brings the assurance that our children will not have to ask, "Why do

they hate us?"

