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THE QUIET AMERICAN starring Michael Caine
A Special Opening & After-show Discussion
at The Flicks in Boise--
Sponsored by the Idaho Peace Coalition
7 p.m., Thursday, March 20

Complimentary tickets available from the Idaho Peace Coalition, idahopeacecoalition-owner@yahoogroups.com and at the Snake River Alliance office, 104 S. Capitol (above Goldy's downtown), by calling 344-9161 or 853-4435. If tickets remain, they will be available at the door.  Donations to the Idaho Peace Coalition will be accepted and appreciated.

Test-screened on Sept. 10, 2001, "The Quiet American"'s general release was delayed until now because the film's purported anti-American tone might strike an adverse chord with audiences smarting from the shock waves of the World Trade Center's collapse. Possibly for the same reason, Miramax has not been promoting the film that has earned Michael Caine a best actor Oscar nomination. Caine's performance is said to be one of his best. 

Based on Graham Greene's novel set in the 1950s, , The Quiet American revolves around Thomas Fowler, a cynical British journalist (Michael Caine) who has spent 20 years in Vietnam and resents American colonialism there. 

Part of that resentment includes his rivalry with Alden Pyle, a young CIA operative (Brendan Fraser), over Phuong, a beautiful Vietnamese woman (Hai Yen Do).

Here's what is being said about "The Quiet American":

"A powerful film! A gripping story dredged in danger and foreign intrigue...the film explodes, it delivers a precisely targeted bang that guys like Steven Spielberg and John Woo wouldn't understand if it knocked them over. Caine's masterful, wide-ranging performance should earn him yet another Oscar nomination." --Janice Page, Boston Globe

"Phillip Noyce's vividly detailed and richly atmospheric adaptation of Graham Greene's novel about early U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War may be the most important movie of the year. It's also one of the year's most arrestingly entertaining and impressively acted films. Michael Caine offers one of his finest performances!" --Joe Leydon, San Francisco Examiner 

"It's about Vietnam, yes, and the destruction that Americans like Brendan Fraser's Alden Pyle, guided by dogged anti-Communism and a belief that ends justify ruthless means, visited upon it. But the core story is about an older man -- Michael Caine's Thomas Fowler, a London Times reporter based in Saigon -- who's in love with a young Vietnamese girl (Hai Yen Do) and is trying to keep Pyle, his romantic rival, from taking her from him, which
Fowler believes would be "the beginning of death."
"The Quiet American's obvious political metaphors -- Fraser is arrogant America, Caine is old-world colonialism, Hai Yen Do is Vietnam itself – work hand-in-hand with the romantic current, and never, in my view, overwhelm the import, which is a mix of many things. The film is about texture as much as "meaning." There are residues of sadness, regret, Asian sensuousity – you can feel the Vietnamese aromas and tropical humidity in every scene. The
painterly photography by Chris Doyle (In the Mood for Love) is to die for. Christopher Hampton's screenplay (fortified by voice-over narration written by producer Anthony Minghella) is concise and, at times, near-poetic "Phillip Noyce's The Quiet American, a metaphorical, politically charged drama about a romantic triangle in early 1950s Vietnam, is easily one of the best films I've seen this year, and unquestionably one of the finest adaptations of a Graham Greene novel ever brought to the screen
--Jeffery Wells, "Hollywood Confidential"

http://www.reel.com/reel.asp?node=movienews/confidential&pageid=21336

This film reminds us of the need for preparation when we embark on one of these adventures so that the adventure does not become a misadventure, so that, instead of saving, we don't destroy because the stakes are getting higher and higher.
--Philip Noyce, director


Graham Greene on "The Quiet American": 

When my novel was eventually noticed in the New Yorker the reviewer condemned me for accusing my "best friends" (the Americans) of murder since I had attributed to them the responsibility for the great explosion – far worse than the trivial bicycle bombs -- in the main square of Saigon when many people lost their lives. But what are the facts, of which the reviewer needless to say was ignorant? The Life photographer at the moment of the
explosion was so well placed that he was able to take an astonishing and horrifying photograph which showed the body of a trishaw driver still upright after his legs had been blown off. This photograph was reproduced in an American propaganda magazine published in Manila over the title "the work of Ho Chi Minh" although General Thé had promptly and proudly claimed the bomb as his own. Who had supplied the material to a bandit who was fighting French, Caodaists and Communists?

...Perhaps there is more direct rapportage in the The Quiet American than in any other novel I have written. I had determined to employ again the experience I had gained with The End of the Affair in the use of the first person and the time shift, and my choice of a journalist as the "I" seemed to me to justify the use of rapportage. The Press conference is not the only
example of direct reporting. I was in the dive bomber (the pilot had broken an order of General de Lattre by taking me) which attacked the Viet Minh post and I was on the patrol of the Foreign Legion paras outside Phat Diem. 

I still retain the sharp image of the dead child couched in the ditch beside his dead mother. The very neatness of their bullet wounds made their death more disturbing than the indiscriminate massacre in the canals around.
http://members.tripod.com/~greeneland/quiet.htmGraham
