Hello peace workers.

The Idaho Peace Coalition is moving forward with our campaigned to educate parents and students about the No Child Left Behind Act as it relates to military recruiters having access to private information and their option to opt-out of these provisions. 

Following is a copy of an opt out form you can copy and send. The letter must be mailed to the Clerk of the Board. Following that is the text of the Act. Then I have written some basic informational pages with a few internet links.

Work for peace.

Nino

Opt Out Letter

Clerk of the Board

Board of Trustees

Edward L. Davis District Services Center

8169 West Victory Road

Boise, ID 83709

Dear Clerk:

I am writing to request that you do not release any information (name, address or telephone number) about (print) ______________________________, born on _____________________, for military recruitment purposes as is provided for under Paragraph 2, Subsection (a) of Section 9528 of Public Law 107-110. 

Sincerely, 

Name (signature)_________________________________________

Dated__________________________________________________

Fold and mail using the preprinted address on the other side.   Please use the appropriate address if you are not in the Boise School district.

Caldwell School District, 1101 E. Cleveland Blvd., Caldwell, ID 83605

Kuna School District, 1450 Boise St., Kuna, ID 8.3634

Meridian School District, 911 Meridian Road, Meridian, ID 83642

Nampa School District, 619 S. Canyon, Nampa, ID 83686

Contact the Boise School District for more information: 338-3400.

POLICY.—

(1) ACCESS TO STUDENT RECRUITING INFORMATION.—Notwithstanding section 444(a)(5)(B) of the General Education Provisions Act and except as provided in Paragraph (2), each local educational agency receiving assistance under this Act shall provide, on a request made by military recruiters or an institution of higher education, access to secondary school students names, addresses, and telephone listings.

(2) CONSENT.—A secondary school student or the parent of the student may request that the student's name, address, and telephone listing described in paragraph (1) not be released without prior written parental consent, and the local educational agency or private school shall notify parents of the option to make a request and shall comply with any request.

(3) SAME ACCESS TO STUDENTS.—Each local educational agency receiving assistance under this Act shall provide military recruiters the same access to secondary school students as is provided generally to post secondary educational institutions or to prospective employers of those students.

(b) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense, shall, not later than 120 days after the date of enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, notify principals, school administrators, and other educators about the requirements of this section.

(c) EXCEPTION.—The requirements of this section do not apply to a private secondary school that maintains a religious objection to service in the Armed Forces if the objection is verifiable through the corporate or other organizational documents or materials of that school.

(d) SPECIAL RULE.—A local educational agency prohibited by Connecticut State law (either explicitly by statute or through statutory interpretation by the State Supreme Court or State Attorney General) from providing military recruiters with information or access as required by this section shall have until May 31, 2002, to comply with that requirement.

END

Opt-Out Information

The "No Child Left Behind Act" (NCLB) passed in January 2002, requires that school districts receiving certain federal funding provide student names, addresses and phone numbers on request to various branches of the United States military for recruiting purposes. In addition, schools must allow military recruiters the same access to students as they do institutions of higher education and employers. The law allows for the withholding of federal funding if the school fails to comply. 

The law also requires that schools give students and parents the opportunity to Opt-Out before their contact information is disclosed. Please act now if you are concerned about your privacy and/or do not want military recruiters contacting you at home to persuade you to join the service.

Text for this Section of the NCLB Act can be found at:

http://www.wagingpeace.org/articles/02.12/1203text_sec9528_nochildleftbehind.htm

Some Actions We Can Take

Apply a non-discrimination policy for the schools in regard to access. Peace organizations must be allowed to be in the schools with the same visibility as military recruiters.

Enforce anti-discrimination policy. Schools that exclude employers that practice discrimination have the legal right to also apply that policy to the military, which engages in discrimination, based on sexual orientation. Courts have ruled that schools have this right based on "moral arguments".

Encourage the School Board to challenge this provision of the NCLB Act. Call or write frequently.

Support government leaders and organizations that oppose this provision of the NCLB Act and question its legality.  Begin to establish a portfolio documenting events, writings and other evidence to support a stand for conscientious objection in case of a future reinstatement of the draft.

Distribute copies of the Military Enlistment Contract so students can be informed as to what exactly they will be agreeing to. The recruiters don't show them this contract.

Establish partnerships with other communities and organizations whom are in opposition to this Act.

Establish a mechanism wherein violations of the opt-out provision can be reported when recruiters contact students after forms have been submitted. Keep a detailed record of this. Schools or recruiters that violate the Opt-Out provision should be held legally liable. This information gathering will help provide burden of proof for challenging this provision in court.

Talk to your friends, co-workers and family about this issue often and keep it on the forefront. The lives of your children are at stake here.

Use the Internet. The Internet is a valuable resource. Below is a beginning list of some useful resources and organizations.

Resource Center for Non-violence 

http://www.rcnv.org/rcnv/co.htm 

Committee Opposed to the Military and the Draft 

http://comdsd.org/index.htm

Veterans for Peace http://www.peaceveterans.org/choices.html

ACLU of Idaho http://members.aol.com/idaclu/ 

SNAFU http://www.join-snafu.org/enlisted/funk.htm  

