From:   "Aaron Nuttall" <nannakklu@e...> 

Date:  Sun Feb 16, 2003  4:53 pm

Subject:  Thank you volunteers for making our rally a huge success!

 Hello everyone,

    The rally yesterday, February 15th, was fantastic.  Around 1,200 people came out to hear several great speakers, join in an impressive sidewalk march from the Capitol to the Grove, and to lift their voices in songs and chanting at the end.  We were part of the front page story in today's Statesman, which even suggested that these worldwide protests may have given Washington pause for thought.  Let's keep the pressure on them.

    We want to thank first of all Dave Whitacre for bravely accepting the job of Master of Ceremonies.  Next, thank you to our two fabulous invited speakers: Azam Houle, whose speech was highly praised by everyone I spoke to, and Albertson College professor Scott Paeth who got the whole crowd to shout "No!" to this war and "Yes!" to peaceful solutions.  Thank you John Reilly for being our stage manager, and thanks as well to the courageous folks who stepped up to the open mic.  Since I don't have a list of everyone who spoke I won't name any names.  We did have two counter-protesters, one of whom stood in front of all of us and pitched his side.  It shows the strength of our side that we're not afraid to let the opposition try to refute what we believe.

    Thank you to our peacekeepers, who made sure everything went smoothly: Robert McCarl, Toni Hodge, Chuck Montgomery, Louis Landry, Helene Belanger, Emilie Fothergill, Kerry Cooke, Kayla Gleason, John Reilly, Sashe Bergman, Bob Blurton, Alex Niewirth, Genevieve Farrow, Kathleen Sullivan, Joey Schueler and Brent.  Thank you to Gary Richardson, Jeremy Maxand and Elizabeth Wasson for being in charge of the peacekeepers.

    Thank you to our March Directors: Page Kech and Karl Hermanson (and Quinn), Ann Coughlin, William Crutchfield, and my little brother, Alex Nuttall.  They were there to point the marchers in the right direction, even though the Police came out and took their jobs.  Thank you to the Boise Police Department for directing traffic.  We didn't intend to block traffic, but I guess we didn't realize how many of us there were going to be.  Thanks also to Sgt. Chuck Albanese and Sgt. Eugene Smith for being so cooperative and friendly.

    Thank you to Elaine Garris for helping with the tables, and for arriving early and putting up with me not really knowing what she could do.  Thanks also to Walker who I never really found a job for.  I asked him to estimate the crowd size, but I never asked him what his estimate was.  I'll do better next time, I promise.

    And thank you to others from the Peace Coalition rank and file: Thank you Tina Noble, John Reilly and Heather Ganz for planning the march route and the huge peace sign and other fun activities at the Grove.  Thank you again Heather for the Women to Women letter and the rice table.  Thank you also to Pam Sheldon and Katie Sullivan for help at the tables.  Thank you to Eric Krueger for handling the money at the tables, and to Nino Carpenter for brining in tables and signs and buttons.  There was someone with him, but I did not get her name.  I apologize.   Thanks again to Bob Blurton for bringing signs for the marchers, and to Elizabeth Wasson for making the big banner at the top of the steps.

    Thank you to Dallas Gudgell, a Peace Coalition founder, for bringing his great enthusiasm back and leading the marchers in our chants.

       Thank you to Mark Armstrong and Mica DuBois for lending their experience to our communication with the media.  Thank you to Lorie Broumand for putting up our posters at BSU, and to Nicole Wind for taking our fliers around downtown.

    And of course, thank you to Liz Paul for her indispensable help and expertise.

    I know I didn't speak to everyone who helped us yesterday, so please send any additions and certainly corrections to the Peace Coalition's yahoo group at idahopeacecoalition@yahoogroups.com.

See you all at the next event.

Aaron Nuttall 

